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A brand linking the days of the past
and the days to come—Mino-Washi
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The Mino-Washi Brand Book
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mino-washi Japan

http://www.minowashi-japan.com
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Mino-Washi Branding

Establishment of the Mino-Washi brand—
the pinnacle of quality

The source of Mino washi (Japanese paper) paper is the bountiful
nature of the Mino region (Gifu, Japan) and the limpid waters of its
Nagara and Itadori rivers.

Its appeal comes from its soft and delicate texture, which is strong
and durable, yet evenly thin. The highness of its quality has led to its
use in a variety of traditional to everyday items such as sliding shoji
doors and mounted paper works. In addition, it is even used in the
restoration of cultural assets at the level of national treasure, such
as ancient documents and pictures not only in Japan, but around the
world. In order to further heighten the value of Mino washi paper, and
to take the responsibility of expressing its quality both within Japan and
abroad, this new brand was established. Strict quality criteria have been
established, and only the products which have satisfied those criteria
with their high quality are allowed to display the new Mino-Washi brand
logo.

Mino-Washi is the pinnacle of quality, linking the days of the past and

the days to come, linking Mino to the world.
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Mino washi paper is born together with the beautiful waters

of the limpid Nagara and Itadori rivers
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What is Mino washi paper?

Mino washi paper has a long history, and it is said that paper from Mino was used in the
Nara era (710-794) for the transcription of sutras. The Shosoin Repository in Nara houses
Japan’s oldest paper, which was used in three censuses from the old provinces of Mino,
Chikuzen, and Buzen in 702. Because of this, it is believed that Mino washi paper’ s history
goes back more than 1,300 years ago.

During the Heian era (794-1185), as paper became more widespread, demand increased
for Mino washi paper, with its high quality. The value placed on Mino washi paper can be
seen as its name was mentioned in letters written by the nobles and priests of Kyoto.

In the Edo era (1603-1868), it was valued as the paper used in high-grade sliding shoji
doors, and received considerable support from the Edo Shogunate after being presented to
them and adorning their own doors. It also came to be used in crafts like paper lanterns and
round paper uchiwa fans, and was introduced to overseas countries through exhibitions at the
World’s Fairs in Vienna and in Paris in the Meiji era (1868-1912).

Like this, Mino washi paper has lasted throughout history and even to the present. It
was designated as a traditional craftwork by Japan in 1985. In 1969, Japan designated Hon-
minoshi paper as an Important Intangible Cultural Property, and in 2014, the technique of
making it by hand was designated as an Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO.

Its appeal comes from its soft and delicate texture, which is strong and durable, yet evenly
thin.

Mino washi paper is born of and created using the clear waters of the Nagara and Itadori
rivers which flow through the region, and delivers the highest quality now and will continue

into the future.
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Hon-minoshi—designated even as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage
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Celebrating UNESCO registration Hon-minoshi paper used for restoration at the
British Museum

Mino washi paper in the world

In 2014, the technique of making Hon-minoshi paper by hand was designated as a UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage, making this traditional technique passed down through the ages
forever valued even by the rest of the world.

High quality, seen in things like its thinness, strength, and consistency, has led to its use in
the restoration of cultural assets at the level of national treasure, such as ancient documents,
pictures, and hanging scrolls. It is also employed in the sliding shoji doors and light fixtures of
the Kyoto State Guest House. Having a high value overseas too, it is used in the restoration
of pictures even at places like the British Museum of the United Kingdom, France’s Louvre
Museum, and the Smithsonian Museum in the United States.

Mino washi paper boasts an unshaken quality throughout the world. In order to properly
express that quality both domestically and abroad, and to spread brand awareness, strict criteria
regarding the quality of Mino washi paper are established, and only the products satisfying those
criteria are allowed to use the Mino-Washi brand logo.

We are looking to make the Mino-Washi brand an international standard to make its true value

known far and wide throughout the world.
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The new Mino-Washi brand logo

mino-washi
Japan

Mino-Washi's “M” as the new brand logo, made in
resemblance of the rippling waves caused during the
vertical and horizontal rocking when making paper

Mino washi paper is born of the beautiful flowing waters of the Nagara and Itadori rivers.
Throughout a long 1,300-year history, the traditional techniques of antiquity are still upheld
today. Mino washi paper is produced in its own method of rocking it vertically and horizontally
during its creation. By adding movement not simply from front-to-back, but also from side-to-
side slowly, the paper finishes as a uniformly strong washi paper longitudinally and laterally.
The appearance of the ripping waves that occur while doing this were used as they resemble
the letter M.

This shape can also be associated with lush, green mountains. Also, overlapping the
“M” with Chinese character “ \” (meaning “person”), and changing its color so it can be
recognized, the delicate beauty of Mino washi paper from its intertwining fibers can be felt.

The ideas embodied by the “M” shape are connected to the importance of the history and

tradition around Mino washi paper as well as its depth.

“Shikkoku” (Jet black)

When all colors are mixed together, they create the color black. This is a fulfilling color as
it is made through the addition of all other colors. This is a collective description of the three

types of Mino washi paper: Hon-minoshi, Mino Tesuki-washi, and Mino Kikaisuki-washi.

This brand logo is certified by the Minowashi Brand Cooperative Society. This
logo guarantees that the product is high-quality Mino washi paper, satisfying the

Minowashi Brand Cooperative Society’s own criteria.

13
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The new Mino-Washi brand logo

Application of individual colors for each of Mino-Washi papers’
individual characteristics

Using traditional Japanese colors, colors representing each of Mino-Washi papers’ characteristics
have been individually given to the Hon-minoshi, Mino Tesuki-washi, and Mino Kikaisuki-washi logos to

show their distinction at a single glance.

-

mino-kikaisuki
washi Japan

hon-minoshi mino-tesuki
Japan washi Japan

“Hon-murasaki” (true violet)

This color illustrates the mystique and nobility of

hon_manShl life. Violet was the color designated to the highest

Japan rank of the Kan'i Junikai (system ranking noblemen
into 12 levels). This color symbolizes the nobility,
elegance, and tradition of Hon-minoshi.

“Fuka-midori” (dark green)

This color illustrates kozo mulberry leaves, plants,

mino-tesuki
washi Japan

and forests. It expresses a source of creativity, and
the state of nature in washi paper that comes with
Mino Tesuki-washi.

“Shu” (vermillion)

mino —klkalSUkl This color 111ust1tates the energy of ac.t1§7§ 1.)eop1e
. and the flare of life. It shows the possibilities and
washi Japan

2 X 2

advancement of the technology connected to Mino
Kikaisuki-washi’s future.

The 3 types of Mino-Washi brands

This brand logo is certified by the Minowashi Brand Cooperative Society. This
logo guarantees that the product it is used with is high-quality Mino washi

paper, satisfying the Minowashi Brand Cooperative Society’s own criteria.

15
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mino-washi
Japan

The criteria for certification as the new Mino-Washi brand
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hon-minoshi mino-tesuki mino-kikaisuki
Japan washi Japan washi Japan

New brand logos given only to products that satisfy strict
criteria

Strict quality criteria have been established, and only the products which have satisfied
those criteria are certified.

The criteria are scrupulously established regarding a wide variety of areas such as
production sites, manufacture, raw materials, manufacturing processes, quality, ecology,
and the base paper used. Only products satisfying these strict criteria are certified
as a part of the new Mino-Washi brand, and are able to display the new Hon-minoshi,
Mino Tesuki-washi, and Mino Kikaisuki-washi brand logos. Those certified products

communicate that Mino-Washi, boasting the highest level of quality, is a world-class brand.

17



FRAOF 7T >~ FDRRE K

=

74
e
3
)
3
=
il
HE
k.
|5
=
Rl
%E

Certification as the
highest class of
Mino washi paper
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The criteria for certification as the new Mino-Washi brand

The criteria for

certification as the

new brand

RERIUK

hon-minoshi Japan

JE

Production site

KR CTHE I N=DD

Made in Mino City

RIRTFF 3K

mino-tesukiwashi Japan

RIS S AR

mino-kikaisukiwashi Japan

X CHEINTZDD
Made in Mino City

iz B f LR BTz b o

Made in Gifu City, Mino City, and Seki City

HEEH AL R H

Manufacturer Members of the Association for the Preservation of
Hon-minoshi Papermaking

R KA (F1BE) OAEH

Raw materials

Made using daigo nasu kozo mulberry (white bark)
only

ik T3 & HIACH; FIRLE B

Members of the Mino Handmade Paper Co-operative

KM T 7 ¥ P #E E

Members of the Minowashi Brand Cooperative
Society

] PN R JEORE 0D A8 ]

Made using only domestic raw materials

HOF I n AT

FEARM WAL (B - =M - MERZ - <= Tk -
HiRRF) Z2E

Made including non-wood fibers (kozo mulberry,
oriental paperbush, gampi, Manila hemp, flax, etc.)

By ARS8 L B 2 i 72 3 oA I 20 33

Manufacturing CHElE

L Made using traditional manufacturing processes
meeting the designated requirements for Hon-minoshi

i 2RIk i B FR DR - AT

Certification of
quality

ERFL—HEYF 1 OE

Indication/attachment of the quality label
Tracing of raw materials

MUMZIT X ) s

Made in the nagashizuki rocking method

T3 EAMUSEVOLR, A, B S2s
Mg % & 5 $HMEHE TR

Made with a paper machine to give the paper a
gloss, texture, strength close to Tesuki-washi

REE
Relation to the
environment

HoERBREE, MEHEICHCIE L 723641 R BORHE
BT R OV Ty ik TR

Made using manufacturing processes and
constituents, raw materials, etc. considerate of the
global environment and health

—mE R DR - A

Indication/attachment of the quality label

— i HFR O - R

Indication/attachment of the quality label

JEREAE ]

Base paper used

3 5803 100% AREEKE T 5
(W2, JHESZRL)

100% of paper used is Hon-minoshi (excluding
wrapping, instructions, etc.)

HERBREE, MEREICHLME L 7= %A R RS 0
55 B OV O ik T
Made using manufacturing processes and

constituents, raw materials, etc. considerate of the
global environment and health

HOERBREE, MRHEIC B L 72340 R BORSE
ﬁﬁ&@% i 5k CRE

Made using manufacturing processes and
constituents, raw materials, etc. considerate of the
global environment and health

BT 2D ) b, BEkEHEG LT
TEMEDLEDLH GO RBREINT L

The ratio of Tesuki-washi’s satisfaction of criteria for
certification is the highest of all papers used

BT 28D ) b, G HEITHE G LR
Wy KD LD LHEP DRIV L

The ratio of Kikaisuki-washi’s satisfaction of criteria
for certification is the highest of all papers used

19



What is Hon-minoshi?
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The steps taken before Hon-minoshi is a finished product
After acquiring kozo mulberry, the raw material for Hon-minoshi, work which has been continued

through the ages is meticulously carried out, creating a beautiful and elegant product. Here, we will

introduce the traditional handwork born and cultivated in this area, in the order in which it is done.
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The raw material: kozo mulberry Soaking in clear water and rivers
Daigo nasu kozo mulberry is used to make Hon- By soaking it in clear water for several days, the white bark of daigo
minoshi. nasu kozo mulberry is naturally bleached and impurities are removed.
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HEEZRON BB ETERALET,
Boiling
The white bark is boiled in hot water mixed with plant
and soda ash until it grows soft.
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Removing impurities
Impurities are carefully removed in a kawaya, a

shed with clear flowing water.
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Pounding

The white bark is pounded with wooden mallets specifically made
for the production of Hon-minoshi in order to loosen each fiber.
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Nebeshi

\\ Nebeshi is a mucilaginous substance extracted from the pulverized
roots of the sunset hibiscus and mixed with water. Nebeshi helps
\.
'

the mulberry fibers to spread evenly throughout the solution and
g Y
S RTIE

keeps them from settling.
X2 el
WEMITKREZRD HoOBEZREGbEE T,
Paper making 1

Z‘Q"{ L @jyxu}\ i ‘ﬁ'ﬁﬂ: 2 ;ﬁ?ﬁ M.ixing.: A vat is filled with water and the kozo mulberry fibers are
mixed in.
Nebeshi is added Mixing with a stirring
stick

What is Hon-minoshi?
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=%’ . Paper making 2
".' ! The Hon-minoshi papermaking method is unique, adding
= gentle horizontal swaying to vertical rocking motions.

I AT L

B A O—HBABUAHE D T RH TRz S £ 9,
HXIC X o THRATHAZER S, BiA¥E BdEw
ZRORERMOME IR 5,

Paper drying

After the excess water is drained, the paper is laid out on a horse
chestnut board to dry in the sun. The sun naturally bleaches
the paper, creating an elegant gloss and hue distinctive to Hon-

minoshi.

Paper sorting and cutting

g N > > N T
X &R ML SR -Hr
The sheets of paper are carefully sorted out based
JHEZT TR HOBECRH A WIZ L 5T onnot only their thickness but also their hues and
\ s textures.
WEIZTHEINE T,
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AZEEM Hon-minoshi

Traditional techniques preserved and handed down to the present
by Hon-minoshi

Ancient techniques special to Hon-minoshi, from the careful selection of kozo mulberry as the raw
material to the completion of the product, are preserved and handed down. The careful techniques
performed by the craftsmen produce a warm and soft texture. The charm of Hon-minoshi is the beauty
of its fibers methodically interweaving longitudinally and laterally, which can be viewed when held up
against the light of the sun. The more years pass, the more prominent its white color becomes.

Hon-minoshi, a paper which continues to uphold tradition, was designated as an Important Intangible
Cultural Property by Japan in 1969, and in 2014, its production technique was designated as an Cultural
Heritage by UNESCO.

[Designated Requirements]

1. Kozo mulberry as the only raw material

2. Production through traditional manufacturing methods and papermaking tools
a. Thoroughly boiling the white bark using plant ashes or soda ash
b. No use of chemical bleaches or adding of pigments
c. Pounding of fibers is done by hand or other conforming means
d. Use of sunset hibiscus in the kneading during papermaking, and kagitsuke or sogitsuke bamboo screens in

the nagashizuki rocking

e. Drying outdoors on wood boards
3. Maintaining of Hon-minoshi’s characteristics such as its color and luster, texture, etc. M 7_‘; %’ﬁ%%&

hon-minoshi Japan

SEEIEM  Usu-minoshi
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What is Mino Tesuki-washi?
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Mino Tesuki-washi is rich in variety while at the same time
upholding tradition

The manufacturing process of Mino Tesuki-washi is nearly the same as Hon-minoshi, but its raw
materials include oriental paperbush and gampi rather than only kozo mulberry. In addition, drying is
not done only by the sun, but also with drying machines, yet the safety and ecological criteria provide
a proud and high level of quality.

Products made using the paper are not constricted only to traditional things like sliding shoji doors
and mounted paper works. It is also used in new products creating a link to the future from creative

pieces bringing ideas to life and pieces exuding a sense of youth.
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The glow of Mino Tesuki-washi’s refined handwork
techniques

Mino Tesuki-washi is durable with a constant thinness and a warm aura. The paper made
includes various types, such as kigami, rakusuishi, and unryushi. Its characteristics are used
in a wide variety of items like light fixtures including Gifu chochin lanterns and andon lamps,
round paper uchiwa fans, Japanese umbrellas, the paper in sliding shoji doors, and paper
used for documents.

The Tesuki-washi of Mino was designated as a traditional craft by Japan in 1985.

£ Kiga

YEKHME  Rakusuishi

o\

What is Mino Tesuki-washi?

RIRFF 3K

mino-tesukiwashi Japan

FUANWHE  Chiriirigami
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FURPEME 3 SR E 1% What is Mino Kikaisuki-washi?
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Demonstrating large-scale production capabilities

By using equipment like tanmo paper machines and cylinder paper machines, a washi paper close
to Tesuki-washi can be made. The production method adding horizontal rocking to Mino Tesuki-
washi’s characteristic vertical rocking is possible.

The process flow begins with the introduction of raw materials, and then moves on to the addition
of a viscous agent, papermaking with water, dewatering, drying, and rolling, and is all performed by
machine. A superb cost performance is attainable as large-scale production can be done in a short

time. Consideration to safety and ecology is also given with Mino Kikaisuki-washi.

RIS 3 FnAK

mino-kikaisukiwashi Japan
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Unification of tradition and new-age technology; taking on
the possibilities of paper

This washi paper is developed and produced to the needs of the market while keeping
tradition alive from washi paper with a high degree of functionality and design to typical
and specialty papers with diverse functionality. We are challenging ourselves with
the infusion of new-age technology to Mino washi paper’s characteristic thinness and

durability and its limitless possibilities.

IWE#K (Y=FH) Ogurasl

FER#&  Gampishi

SRR S S AR

mino-kikaisukiwashi Japan

What is mino-kikaisuki washi
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Experience the history and appeal of Mino washi paper

An introduction to facilities where you can not only discover Mino washi paper’s history and technology as

well as washi paper’s beauty and wonder up close, but also experience papermaking.
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MINO-WASHI Museum

This facility introduces Mino washi paper’s history and
production process. Fully enjoy the appeal of Mino washi
paper. Unique paper-themed exhibitions are held regularly.
You can make your own washi paper using the real tools
and materials craftsmen use.
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Mino Tesuki Washi House (former
home of Kozo Furuta)

This residence and workshop belonged to late Kozo Furuta,
first president of the Association for the Preservation of
Hon-minoshi Papermaking. Sun drying is done in the large
yard of the building to the south, and there is still a strong
air of what papermaking places of the time were like.

20,

fErR It B IR SRR 4 1851-3

EEE 0575-34-8111

Address: 1851-3 Warabi, Mino-shi, Gifu, Japan
Tel: +81-575-34-8111
http://www.city.mino.gifu.jp/minogami/

e It B 2 SR MR E1914-1
EEE 0575-33-1122

(R EIREAR R HEERR)
Address: 1914-1 Warabi, Mino-shi, Gifu, Japan
Tel: +81-575-33-1122
(Mino-washi Paper Promotion Section)
http://www.mino-city.jp/jp/tourist/construction21.html
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Mino Washi Akari Art Hall

The fantastic world of the Mino Washi Akari-Art (Creative
Lantern) Contest & Exhibition is reproduced inside, and
creative lantern art can be enjoyed anytime. Highly artistic
light fixtures can be purchased in the shop.

IH4 IR A - il SR

Information on Mino washi paper-related facilities

{EFRr It IR SR AERT1901-3

B 0575-33-3772

Address: 1901-3 Motozumi-cho, Mino-shi, Gifu, Japan
Tel: +81-575-33-3772
http://www.mino-city.jp/jp/tourist/history02.html
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Former Imai Family Residence &
Mino Historical Archive

This was the largest washi paper wholesaler of Mino City,
built in the middle of the Edo era (1603-1868). On both
sides of the building, you can see udatsu roof decorations,
and you can still feel the prosperity of old times even
today. Archives regarding Mino City’s long history and
culture, as well as its buildings are displayed.

fErR I £ B 3R R AT 1883

BEE 0575-33-0021

Address: 1883 Izumi-cho, Mino-shi, Gifu, Japan

Tel: +81-575-33-0021
http://www.mino-city.jp/jp/tourist/construction01.html

A AN
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See, connect to, and enjoy Mino washi paper

Around the MINO-WASHI Museum and Mino City, the home of Mino washi paper, is an

abundance of old-fashioned festivals and events having to do with washi paper. You can fully

connect to Mino washi paper and feel its charm.
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Hina Dolls of Residence/Shop Buildings
Adorned with Udatsu Roof Decorations

FRMMD Y 7— MR

Mid-February-April 3

The hina dolls of old as well as hina dolls made from Mino washi
paper are displayed along a street of buildings with udatsu roof
decorations, enveloping the area in a gorgeous atmosphere.

Mino Festival
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The 2nd Saturday of April and the following Sunday

The flower mikoshi portable Shinto shrines decorated with
approximately 300 shinai bamboo sticks with Mino washi paper
flowers attached to them parade throughout the city. There are
also floats and niwaka performances which progress down the
streets.
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Mino Washi Akari-Art (Creative
Lantern) Contest & Exhibition

Information on Mino washi
paper-related events

The Saturday and Sunday before Health-Sports Day in October
Akari lantern art pieces made by the public throughout Japan with
Mino washi paper line and decorate the street of buildings with
udatsu roof decorations. The beautifully glowing light of the akari
lanterns produce a magical evening.

Mino Paper Festival
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The Saturday and Sunday before Health-Sports Day in October
Products related to the Mino washi paper industry are offered at
low prices and different kinds of workshops are held.

Akari no Machinami -Mino-
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Mid-October-November 30

Distinguished works of art from past Mino Washi Akari-Art
(Creative Lantern) Contest & Exhibitions are put into acrylic cases
and displayed. You can enjoy akari lantern art even on rainy days.

Akari Eh Machi
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November 1-December 25

Approximately 100 outdoor lights lining the street of buildings with
udatsu roof decorations are adorned with chigiri-e collages made
from Mino washi paper. The low light creates a soft atmosphere.

Washi Christmas Tree Exhibition

12H1H~12H25H
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December 1-December 25

A washi paper Christmas tree of up to 4 meters in height makes an
appearance in a pocket park. It lights up at night, surrounding the
park a quaintly warm atmosphere.
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E R Wik 0575-34-8278
FAX 0575-34-8279
http://www.minowashi-br.com/
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FAX 0575-34-8280

http://www city.mino.gifu.jp/honminoshi/
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http://www.minowashi.or.jp/
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FAX 0575-34-8279
http://www.chuokai-gifu.or.jp/kamiren/
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List of organizations related to Mino washi paper
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M Minowashi Brand Cooperative Society
Address: 1851-3 Warabi, Mino-shi, Gifu, Japan (Inside the MINO-WASHI Museum)

mino-washi Tel: +81-575-34-8278

Japan Fax: +81-575-34-8279
http://www.minowashi-br.com/
[Mino washi paper]
mino-kikaisuki Producing, processing, and selling all washi papers including those made with
Washi Japan machines

Association for the Preservation of Hon-minoshi

Papermaking

hon-minoshi R .
Japan Address: 1851-3 Warabi, Mino-shi, Gifu, Japan (Inside the MINO-WASHI Museum)

Tel: +81-575-34-8111
Fax: +81-575-34-8280
http://www.city.mino.gifu.jp/honminoshi/

[Hon-minoshi]
Members uphold techniques designated as an important intangible cultural
asset, and are able to produce Hon-minoshi

M Mino Handmade Paper Co-operative
Address: 1851-3 Warabi, Mino-shi, Gifu, Japan (Inside the MINO-WASHI Museum)

mino-tesuki Tel: +81-575-37-4711
washi Japan Fax: +81-575-37-4712
http://www.minowashi.or.jp/

[Mino Tesuki-washi]
Actively working on things like transmitting information on handmade washi
paper culture in Mino, improving its techniques, and exploring new markets

Gifu Prefecture Paper Industry Federation

Address: 1851-3 Warabi, Mino-shi, Gifu, Japan (Inside the MINO-WASHI Museum)
Tel: +81-575-34-8278

Fax: +81-575-34-8279

http://www.chuokai-gifu.or.jp/kamiren/

[All Mino papers]
Employers of various paper-related manufacturers developing Mino washi
paper and including western paper belong to this federation

The Mino-Washi brand is managed by Minowashi Brand Cooperative Society.

39



KRIBMRT 7V T w7

AT RBRAKT 7 ¥ FifE R LAFgE R
(e R IR Sl SEIRAIAK 7 7 ~ M RRLE)
FATH  P2943H
FUOR PEIREIRI R S
fh 1 ARSERMBRAE & IR T3 S FIRECHS AL
I R LS 1y %

The Mino-Washi Brand Book

Published by: Minowashi Brand Value Improvement Research Group

(Gifu Prefectural Government, Mino City, Minowashi Brand Cooperative Society)
Published: March 2017

Printed by: Seino Graphic Arts, Co. Ltd.

Cooperation from: Association for the Preservation of Hon-minoshi Papermaking,
Mino Handmade Paper Co-operative, Gifu Prefecture Paper Industry Federation

http://www.minowashi-japan.com
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Quoted from “Hon-minoshi”, a brochure published by the Cultural Heritage Committee of Mino City
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